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and as well pro-Turkish and religious fanatics of the most un-
pleasant sort. In consequence I sent for them, and before the
belediyeh and the shiyukh el-harrat,1 announced that, as Feisal's
representative, I declared Shukri el-Ayubi Arab Military
Governor (Ali Riza, the intended Governor, was missing), and
the provisional civil administration of the Algerians dissolved.
They took it rather hard, and had to be sent home. That evening
Abd el-Kadir called together his friends and some leading Druses,
and made them an impassioned speech, denouncing the Sherif as
a British puppet, and calling on them to strike a blow for the
Faith in Damascus. By morning this had degenerated into pure
looting, and we called out the Arab troops, put Hotchkiss round
the central square, and imposed peace in three hours, after inflict-
ing about twenty casualties.

The part played by the Druses was an ignoble one. We had
never expected them to join the Sherif, and had therefore ex-
cluded them from our calculations of war-wages. After the
British victory in Palestine they began to believe that perhaps they
were on the wrong side: so when we came forward the second time
to Deraa they all collected round Sultan el-Atrash and Husein
abu Naif, our two firm friends in Jebel Druse, clamouring
for military service. Sultan believed them, and marched to
Ghazale to join us with about one thousand five hundred of them
all mounted. They hung round behind our horse, never entering
the fight, and waited until Damascus was taken. They then
paraded before the Sherif, and began to loot the inhabitants.
After the Arabs checked them at this and drove them out of the
town to Jaraman, they came to me, and said that their real feelings
were pro-British. As they were the only people in all Syria to
volunteer for service against Egypt in 1914, this was hard to
credit, and I gave them little satisfaction. They are greedy
braggarts who soon knock under to a show of force.           T.E.L.

1 The Municipality and Religious Leaders.